I lieeed, Give Me, Amen!" 

Text: Luke 11:1 , 

it came to pass that, as He wag praying $V a certain plawe, when He 
ceased, one of His disciples said to Him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples." 

Scripture :Luke 11:1-13 

who 
A little hoy had heen taught to pray, found himself sliding down a roof and 

apparently to a serious fall. As he slid toward the edge he prayed, "0 Lord, 

save me ! Save me I Just then a nail protruding through the roof at the 

edge caught his pants and he hung at the edge, stopped Just in time. He 

quickly added a postscript to the prayerf "Never mind Lord,; a nail has done 

it for you." 

Perhaps many people come to God in this fashion, if they dome to Him at a ll a 

The lure of being self-sufficient is always with us, and we want to handle 

■in our own way. There ore times when I believe I know how God must 

feel about us, when I encounter someone and their world has collapsed around 

t m, and it is too late to do anything about it. And they say to me, "I 

didn't want to bother you because I know you ar busy." Yes, Smbcixxkaacy 

$hs±xks a pastor is busy, but he is there to help in times of need and he can 

only do that if called upon to help. God is busy in all of the world, but He 

is never too busy to hear our prayers. So we must cultivate the habit of 

coming to Him at all Jrimes, and not just when we are in serious trouble. This 

is what Paul was saying when he told the Thessalonians to pray without ceasing. 

He meant to continually come to God. 

•ture this morning we read t miliar giving of ■ ' 

feea$&c. Jesus gaV© this im 

arsS'"we. teach then how to pr&y as .iotm had taught his disciplas. 

Last week I said that during this sermon I would teach you how to pray. Now 

you must first of all understand that I do not profess to know all there is 

t_ know about prayer. ."'here are many times when I know that my prayer life 

is not completely adequate. There are many times when I find it difficult 

to pray, uo I must add that I am gust like any of you, groping for the way 
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Many times. So please accept this guide and outline not as a final authority, 
X as a means to increase our effectiveness as a people of God, striving to 
cone to Him in prayer. 

Ironically, the scritpure for this morning was also the scripture for the 
adult Sunday school class. I knew nothing of this and did not learn of it 
until sometime Thurday. afternoon. I believe that we can see in this once 
again, that &od is leading us and trying to get His message across to us 
concerning prayer. So therefore, I bel eve it is more than a coincidence, 
but it is the leading of God. . j 



KxxasixssaiHxxfcH 'Ihe Lord's Prayer is considered to be the perfect prayer, 
not only because it was given by Js, but because it contains all of the element 
needed in any prayer. We are not going to analyze it verse by verse, perhaps 
we can do this at a later time in a series of sermons. 
Let us suffice it to say that the Lord's Prayer contains the following out- 

ie. Hirst: it has a salutation or introduction which is made up of praise 
and thanksgiving. This all prayers should have. We acknowledge that God is 
our Creator. He is not the old pal that we may have at the mill or plant or 
living next door. He is not "The man upstairs", or any of the other common 
names and titles we try to place upon Him. Nor is He the old trusted friend 
that we can call up and say, "Joe, I need your car, give me the keys, so long. 
But instead, He is father, He is Almighty, He is God. 

Second: We do not come to God and demand action as we would seek service on 
our car or television. We cone to Him acknowledging that it is to be done 
in His way. Thus we would use the second point as being one of submission 
to His will for us. 

Next: we come to Him with our petitions. This means we ask for whatever it 
is we have need. We lay our problems before Him seeking that He will give 
{ the solutions that are needed. Here again we do not come and tell God 
how to do it. We respectfully seek His answer in whatever way He wants 
to answer. 



Next: we need to come to Him in confession. 'There is no sense in ua fooling 
o s selves, and trying to fool God by believing that we are without sin. . r e 
commit ains each day and we need to ask for God's forgiveness for them. 
Anyone who refuses to acknowledge that he is s sinner, need not bother to 
pray, for God is not going to answer the prayers of someone who tries to put 
himself on the same plane with God. 

And then finally: we need to ask for God's guidance to withstand the tempt- 
ations of the world. 'Jo be able to withstand the wiles of the devil, and 
then to thank God for His answers to our prayers. 
So basically the outline for prayer is: 

1. Introduction or Salutation which includes praise and thanksgiving to God. 
bedience to His will, not ours. 

3. Our needs, or our petitions. 

4. Confession of our sins 

5 Guidance in all of life 

6. Thanks for the answers to our prayers and praise to Him again in Jesus name, 

Now all of our prayers do not always need to be in this specific order, nor 
do they need to contain all of these elements. But we should learn to form- 
ulate our prayers so they correspond to this type of outline. 
God is not going to judge us with an A,B, or 0, if we use or do not use all 
of these points. But what He wants is for us to come to Him, and to seek 
Him, not only when we have needs, but in our times of joy and happiness as 
well. 
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the t-pees sxxw&XEfe which provided: the wood. Thinks .Cor the men who cut the 
t ; . . the mill that planed and sawed them. For the factorv 'that processed 
the wood and built the pews and so on. You see, it is simple little things 
it which we need to be -thankful,', .and we need not always look for the £gig 



things to thank God for. 

Point three: we must ask what we want to ask for. '.If do not some ptnd say, 

•ed, Gi-fcc- : , ~en." Instead we aNsk that if it be-poeaibl.e that God grant 
ur re.que-st. 



And th«n we need to thank God for hearing our prayer and for acting U' on it. 

jT /^ ) S 

this lis the basic formula for prayer. Not all players need to contain 
all of these, ingredients, all. of the time. But generally we should use aitll 
of them in a prayer. 
Let ne give thorn aarf}.n: i^r&ise to Trod, thanksgiving to Hi* for rjany dti^Serent 

.;s, our needs or petitions, and our gratitude for the naswer. 
B \te read dfe n our scripture for this morning idJB** that Jesus points 
out that we should pray, and pray and continue to pray for something of which 
we have need. He uses the illustration of a man being visited by a friend, 
who has nothing in the house for the friend to eat. So he awakens another 
friend to give him some bread. The aroused friend will not give bread be- 
cause he is afeked, but because of the other friends need. This is how God 
answers our prayers. He gives us not always because we need, but because we 
ask and express "that need. This also amplifies what Jssus said about God 
knowing what we need even before we ask, but the responsibility rests with 
us to make that desire known to God and then He will act upon it. 
Jesus also points out that we are to, "Aske etc. vs9) 

That means we are to come to God and to pray, pray, pray. We are to con- 
tinue seeking, and knocking, and asking. This is the secret of prayer. xx± 

is not merely coming to God once and asking His help and when we do not 
get our desired answer to forget about it. But rather, it is to pray and to 
continue praying about the matter until ' we get an answer one way or antooher. 
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• all of this hopefully will give each of us perhaps a new insight on pray- 
e What we need to do now is to begin to practice it. I would ask any of 
you who have never indulged in much prayer to make a habit of it by begin- 
ning today. We should take a few moments upon awaking to thank God for the 
rest of the night, ad for bringing us to a new day, and to ask Him to lead 
us through the day. We should thank God for out food at breakfast, lunch 
and supper. lie need not make a big display of this in public. It can be 
done quietly and privately as well as openly. 

We need to ask God's help as we go about our appointed tasks at different 
intervals during the day. Too often people associate prayer with speaking out 
loud with hands folded, looking up to heaven. This is one way to pray, but 
fee can be praying to God in the midst of a whole mob of people, without ever 
bowing our heads. ..'e can pray on a bus, a train, a plane, a boat, or wherever 
we are and at anytime. 

us each one here begin to pray for the needs of this church, and that 
means for the minister as well, because he sure needs your prayer , many 
times. Let us begin to pray for each other as members of this congregation. 
And let us reach out in love toward each other and become a much closer knit 
family of God here at St. Paul'S. I would like to see some prayer groups 

.'.niaed in this church, meeting regularly to pray for our needs here. If 
we would do this, I know that we would see a mighty outpouring of God' 
spirit in our lives and in this community . Let's pray for help in this 

direction. In fact it would be a good idea if we each were to sit down and 

people 
make a list of the things we need to pray about joacftnixk and for. Then we 

need to make it a daily practice to take this list and pray to God about it. 

o never know the far reaching effects thatvprgyer may bring about. 

Dr. Norman Hall a minister once stood on the summit of a mountain called 

wden which is approximately 3560 feet above sea level. 

(Illustration of sunrise & following events.) 

"his I believe shows how we underestimate the power of prayer, .Let us begin 

today to come to God more than we have in the past. Let us come to God and 



"ch the Lor , 

worshit> and be ^lad In it. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
BuTLEfi, Pennsylvania 
Third Sunday After Epiphany January 2-6, 1975 

Rev. Ralph C Link, Pastor 
Mrs , Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mrs. Cyndje Sybert, Vquth ChoJr Director 
Chris Campbell, Mary Dellen - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 1 I : 00 A.M. 
Prelude Music: "Psalm VIM" Baylor 

lf pRAYER (N THE CHAPEL 1 ' MacDoNALD 

Si lent Prayer 

*Progesb icnal Hymn No. h "Come, Thou Almighty King" 

•Ascription - Choral Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession (In Unison) "Most Holy God, who does search 
and purify the hearts of men. grant us to know ourselves 
as we truly are j open to us the condition of our souls ; 
sive us penitence and forgiveness for our s| kfi , enable 
us with steadfast resolution to amend our lives; deliver 
ub from captivity to false thoughts ano evil has i ts , 
that with unity of mind ano peace qp conscience ve may have 
our full reconciliation with vnj, and be of the blessed 
company of all your fafthful people! through ijestjb otr i st 
our Lord. Amen, " 

•Kyrie (ChoIr, Congregation ano Pastor) 

•Assurance or Pardon - Choral Amen 

•Praise 

*Pastqr: '0 Lord open our lips. 

•People: And our mouth shall show forth thy phaibe 

*Dox L fiY No. 551 ibles? 

Scripture Lesson: Luke II: I-I3 Bible readings 

Hymn No, 22g "Behold us, Lor " Ex. 26,27,28 

*3tatement of Faith (Front of Hymnal) Extras in back 

•Gloria Patri for 

*Call to Prayer i?eb* 

•Pastor: The Lord be with vqu. 
•People: And with thy spirit. 
•Pastor: Let sjs Pray. 

•Prayer and Prayer Response 
Offering 

Offertory "Aribso" Franck 



> 



> 



L [nstallat«on of Officers and Teachers of Church School, 
Anthem: "Kum Sa Yah" Youth Chor* 

Sermon: "I NEED, GIVE ME, AMEN, 1 " 

Prayer, and Lord's Prayer 

*Hymn of Dedication No- 225 "Dear Lord and Father 11 

*BENEOfCT10N AND THREE FqLD AmEN 

Organ Postluoe: "Recessional in 8" Schuleh 

-------- *Congregat ion Standing ------- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 

Mrs, Gilbert Heginbothem jn memory of her "Husoand". 
Servjng as Ushers today are: *DaVId Curtis, RoealE 

Vinrqe, Robert Dellen, Brian Pfase ano Steve Smith. 
Deacon and Mrs. David Curtjs will represent Council 

at the door tooay. 
Nursery will be provided today by Mrs. Judy Massart 

and Mrs. Morma Fencil. 
The attendance last Sunday was 267. tfft f/Afe 

Hospitalised: Mrs. Emma Hegi nbotham, Mrs. DoroVhv 

Nicholas, Mrs. Tresa Nicholas. Harold Sand bach .- tf*hf 

Mrs. Dehra Bier, 207 Greenvi ew Drive took her new 

baby Boy home this week- 
Mrs. Tresa Nicholas woltlo like to thank the Cqngresation 

for the fl0ver6 and cards and well wishes. 
•Today - 5:30 ~ Congregational Dinner and Meeting - 

All children 10 and above are expected to remain for 

THE MEETING - YOUNGER ONES WILL he 8 HOWN A FILM. 

Chet Stauffer **!.C. ; Mike Nazahuk will show film on 

PAST ACTIVIT<ES OF ST, PaUL's. PleASE BR I MG SUFFICIENT 

food for your family - tureen type meal. 

We need men to set up tables and chairs in the Under- 
croft AFTER THE CHURCH SERVICE. 

Tues, - Feb. H - A Beeline Fashion Show will be held 
in the Undercroft at 7 : 30 P.M. Everyone is welcome 
and 19 encouraged to bring a guebt. a $50. outfit 
will be given to the person with highest sales over 
$100, doorprizes and a surprise fashion show included. 

Tickets are available for Sweetheart Dinner Dance - 
Fes, 15 - Saturday, at the Saxonbuhg Fire Hall, 
See the Wayne Deaners or Bea in the Office. 

Tuesday - 7:00 - BOARD OF CHRIST I AM EDUCATION. 

Tuesdav - 7:30 - PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING 

DON'T FORGET TONfGHT - 5 130 - YEARBOOKS ARE READV THEN- 

elcone visil or : other. 



All prs no need b this oompie-ce - 

.hud try formulate prs this way 
G no judge ABC no use all ptB 

. want us cum 2 Him, all jr±me3/places 
out scrip, must pr/pr/pr that which needed 
Illus man visit by friend, noting , 
go' cither friend get un ask bread 
aroused fr no give bread Bcause asked, but Bcause 
of other friends need. 
This how G ana pr, 
not Bcause we need, but Bcause we express need 
Js also say, Vs 9 (read) 
Gum 2 G, Pr/pr/pr/ 
continue seek/knock/ask/ 
this secret of pr 
Hot merely cum 2 G ask 1nce/no ans/^jet " 
But 2 prt,y/oont pray until get ana. 

11 this hopefully give ea insite how 2 pr 
what need now 2 practice it ; ' 

Would ask any never indulge much pr, 2 make habit 
of it, beg 2day , , 

Upon arising thank G for nites blessing/ new day 
.oala/bus/car/work etc/ 
~ .hould make prayer lists, this B needs this cliu on 
peop here/friends /no i hbors/pastor 

Would like C pr groups start here, 
perhaps would C outpour G spirit our livs & coaim. 

(Illustration Dr. ISorman Hall & prayer) 
This examp we underestimate pr S. power of it 
Let us 3gin 2day cum 2 G mor than in past _ 
■ " cum 2 S & C wat great things tie can do il 
we trust Six, & Slice He giv what asked 
j nwHATEffiai p SgAUi tSK TH E_PATHEH_IH_MY 
, HE H1.1- GlViJ i'l' igg r"~ 

. — * — -^^j_ — i_~t;^-i^ """ 



This must do as cong, 8e Individ 
past yr seen many wonderful things happen this t,n 
Only' explan G at work here. 

But only seen beginning what G can do 

come 2 His in faith/Blieve lie will answer, 
continue 2 pray /pray /pray, 
longer can pre B "I HEED, GI , ;.;«"._ 
■ut rather, they must come from lovxng/dedicatea 
peop/ dedicated hearts, of cong of God's people. 



"I iieed, Give Me, Anient 

Text' : 1:1, 

r pass . as He was in a certai; 
, : :asedj o ne p X His d isciples said t; 

Kim , M ^ord , teach us to pray, as • o taught 
his/ " . ' " 

Scripture Luke 11:1-13 

(Illustration little boy, prayers & nail) 
laps many peop pray this way, 
maybe sum us do 

ielf-suffic & no need G only when bad troub 
I feel I suratitae know how G feel, when peop cum 2 
me when 2 late, & say, "I no want bother U, 
It true pastor busy, but his job help peop 
G busy all world, but not 2 busy hear prays of p 

Must cultivate habit pray G all times, places 
this P say Thessa, "pray without ceasing" 
Last wk said, teach pray this wk 
Must 1st under I no know all 2 know prayer 
I ly pr, life sumtimes not adequate wither 
Many times diffi 2 pray 
I like U, groping t- way many times. 
^ lese accep juide/outline not as final auth, _ 
but as means increse effect op G striv 
cum 2 nim in pr. 

Ironically our serlp/SS lesson same, 
G tell us sumtning bout prayer, more than coincid 
( itead Textft 
i'b^nJs gave L's Pr. 2 discips 

'. consider B perfec pr. /contain elem need in 
Out -ne: 1. Salu/intro, prais thanksgiv 

ackn G creator. Hot pal/buddy dn street, 
no call up, "Joe, I nesd car, give me , 
BE F ., 

■ a, He do thing His way, 
submi ision His will '+ us. 

'wis, we ask * needs, lay probs B4 Him 
Respectful seek His answer how He want answer 

ifession, all sinners/no sin, no need 
conmit sins ea day 

5. God's guidance, against wiles devil, evils worl 
. Hanks 2 G 4 answers 

oi . j : 

1, praise/thanksgiv, . . ours, 

3. needs/petitions, *. conf. 5, guidance -,11 life 

6. thanks answers pr ■ tl ^ fAQf 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



